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Rawlings, Marjorie Kinnan WHEN THE WHIPPOORWILL Scribner 
** The author of The Yearling proves once again conclusively that she is a born 


story teller, in the tradition handed down from Homer, by which I mean that she makes 
her own, the folk tales, the anecdotes, the human interest stories that build around 

the people she knows intimately. In her case, the "Florida crackers" are the charac- 
ters that people her stage. This volume of short stories succeeds in building and hold- 
ing the interest in the same way that one's interest is built and held in a community 
newly encountered. They are linked by occasional crossing of the paths of characters, 
but more by a sustained quality of interest and humor and understanding. There is def- 
initely more humor than in her full-length novels. There is abundant human understand- 
ing. And every story is a first rate story. Once again, the use of dialect is so in- 
tegral a part of the story that, as in her previous books, it is no hurdle. Marjorie 


Rawlings is a many faceted genius. $2.50 
A DARK HORSE I'D LIKE TO BACK 
Aprit=7 May 6. 
Webster, Barbara SHADOWS ON THE VALLEY i? Scribner 
* This isn't a Kitty Foyle, but it will get some of sess salmentaabiad because 


the Main Line (outside of Philadelphia) will enjoy ferreting out their blue bloods and 
the rest of the herd from among the characters. Chester Valley is the scene of a mod- 
ern story, with conflict tense in the wide circle of an old established family, a fdm- ¢ 
ily growing rotten at the core, without knowing it, and still assured of its place in 
the sun. There's a central romance between a daughter of the clan and an outsider; 
there's new blood brought in when a youngish couple settles down for a year; there are 
hunting scenes and sub-plots involving various members of the family and some realistic 
pictures of the lovely rolling countryside beloved by all who know the "Great Valley". 


It rings true as a picture of a passing phase of American life. $2.75 
June 4 yw patie 
Qf 
ie 4 
Thorne, Anthony CABBAGE HOLIDAY oot . Random House 
* This is fun and ideal early summer-or late summer - entertainment. A pleas- 


antly ribald tale in perfect taste, if you accept the anomaly. A “Nutmeg Tree" heroe- 
ine taking a vacation from the "house" of which she is the Madame in Paris, and going 
to England for a “cabbage holiday" finds that she likes the English very much, although 
she is constantly startled and puzzled by them, while on their side, they take her for 
something quite other than what she is, and all sorts of unexpected and unpredictable 
contingencies occur. There is less intensity and drama than in Thorne's delightful 
Delay tn the Sun, but in its way it is just as entrancing a book. $2.00 
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TWO YOU CAN COUNT ON 


Another Wodehouse, EGGS, BEANS AND CRUMPETS (Doubleday), short stories for his fans; 

and another volume in the panel of the Pasquiers, CECILE PASQUIER by George Duhamel 
(Holt), a distinguished book with an assured though selective market. And for the rent- 
als, a new Faith Baldwin, "SOMETHING SPECIAL" (Farrar & Rinehart). See reports below. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS —- Fiction 


March 18 


St. Joseph, Ellis A PASSENGER TO BALI Little, Brown 


This play was given by Orson Welles on the air, a dramatic, virile variation 
of the Flying Dutchman theme. It reads so much better than the average play that it 
should get a good general market, especially away from New York and vicinity. And this 
interest should be stimulated by the fact that it is to be played on Broadway by Walter 
Hueston. Another man without a country, this time an anarchist who is refused port the 
world over, is thereby made a permanent Jonah on a small freighter in the China Seas. 
It takes an act of God in the form of a hurricane to release the ship ana its crew from 


the unease that the undesirable passenger creates. Well done. $2.00 
March 28 
Holdridge, Desmond END OF THE RIVER Harcourt, Brace 


_ South American saga of an Indian in contact with various phases of current 
day ideologies. The impacts of civilization have produced on a "wild Indian” a bewil- 
derment which carries him into a succession of disasters. He has escaped the vengeance 
of his chieftain and taken refuge with an American prospector, he is instrumental in 
breaking the reign of a diabolical overseer, he is embroiled in Green Shirt problems, 
he is forced to flee to a fishing village and to lose his land to the government - and 
eventually, convinced that rule by the leaders of the people is preferable to domination 


by chieftains, he meets death. A symbolic story, convincingly told. $2.50 
April 3 
Gibson, John PATRICIAN STREET Vanguard 


Up the Robert Graves’ alley, but not so far nor so good. Good scholarship 
is evidenced in the detail of Roman life under Domitian, and against this background of 
decadence is told the story of a marriage between an idle, egocentric, braggart patri- 
cian, and Annia, wholesome, practical descendant of slaves. After troubled and tragic 
days, in which Decimus falls victim to the Roman system and Annia is jailed and freed 
only through the friendship of a jockey and of a gladiator. Annia discovers the right 
man for her. Vivid purpling of degeneracy of the period, the pollution of politics and 
the collapse of the nobility, gives this an historical scandal appeal which takes it out 
of the literary snob appeal classification of the Graves' market. $2.50 


Slade, Caroline THE TRIUMPH OF WILLIE POND Ss fe" Vanguard 


The importance of this book lies in its documentary evidence regarding the 
operations of relief and social agencies. But it is cast in the form of a novel so 
should reach a wider market than if issued as a straight case record, which it has the 
earmarks of being. There is a note of authenticity, even in the unrelieved picture of 
abject poverty, in the evidence of the fearful effect on morale and pride and ambition 
brought about by hopeless surroundings and mounting debt and the stigma of being on 
W.P.A. and Relief. An indictment not only of the social agencies and the governmental 
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agencies, but of the whole system which can allow such things to be. It is a good 
story, absorbingly interesting in its developments, but it would be more powerful if 

it had been possible to give some sense of relief, some spark of humor. As it stands, 


Ap Se ig a a 


it should be read - but it wont be easy to have it read. $2.50 : 
April 12 | 

Latimer, Jonathan DARK MEMORY =, | Cg Doubleday, Doran 

a Latimer's followers expect topnotch, somewhat hard-boiled mystery stories 


from him. Now he comes along with a well-blended mixture of sentiment, adventure, _ 
romance and hard-hitting narrative. Hemingway technique - monosyllabic dialogue, hafa- 
ness, keen perception, mellowed with tenderness, wistfulness and honesty. On African 
safari, three people learn new values, meet passion on new grounds, meet adventure and 
danger, and rebuild their lives. Flashbacks give wider scope to the story than the mere 
pattern of the hunt background permits. Good scoring of mounting tension, with some- 


thing of the quality of Four Frightened People. $2.00 
April 14 
Prechtl, Robert TITANIC ™ bi Dutton 


This book is having such a build up by the publishers, that it may go 
farther than we feel warranted by its content or manner. It is the story of the 
Titanic disaster, with emphasis on the "Titans" aboard, - Astor, Straus, Ismay and 
others omnipotent in their fields. High finance alternates with metaphysics in the 
dialogue, of which most of the book is comprised, for there is little attempt at an 
imagined plot. The Titanic represented the 14-carat world, in all its luxury and 
hedonistic trappings. The interest lies in the effect on the leading characters of 
the impact of danger and the challenge of spiritual values. It seems unnecessarily 
loquacious and overdone, but those who like authentic pictures of how the upper crust 
lives on shipboard, will find the answers here. (Translated from the German). $2.50 





April 19 


Faulkner, Virginia MY HEY — DAY Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Sophisticated clowning at its best, these “memoirs" of Princess Tulip 

Murphy, sub-titled The Crack-up of the International Set. It is a brazen take-off of 
celebrities, pedigreed or otherwise, sometimes a little custard pie in comedy, but 
very wise and witty. Princess Tulip, of vaudevilde lineage, made her way into the 
haute monde by her all-seeing eyes and too ready pocket camera. These are her fan- 
tastic, extravagant experiences, travelling with the continental-American smart set. 
Some of this will be familiar to readers of Town and Country. Check up on the buyers 


of Friends and Romans and The Barbarians; they all want this new one. Grand entertain- 


ment. $2.00 


April 22 
Briffault, Robert FANDANGO Scribner 


I can't "take it" - this sort of smut, dressed up into social comedy. 
Not that I'm squeamish or that I shock easily; I just think it is in bad taste. 
Europa was so fast paced and exciting, that one took other things in the stride of the 
story. This isn't so well done, it creaks at the joints, seems almsot amateurish at 
times, and I think it is pretty filthy....The story of Spain on the brink of disas- 
ter, with high society deliberately making merry on the edge of an abyss; of a young 
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Viennese who wants to ignore politics and dance; and of what happens when the Spanish 
world and then the Austrian world crashes. She and her mother take refuge in Paris, 
where ultimately she is driven to the streets. Fill in the gaps with your imagina- 
tion, and guess your market. Certainly not for public libraries or for conservatives. 
$2.50 or $2.75 


April 23 
Stone, Michael NEITHER SUN NOR STORM --- Loker Raley 


Well handled story of Gerald Benton, the small town boy who goes to New 
York to aim for the top of the pile, aided by charm, likeability and excessive ambi- 
tion. From simple staple values at home, he breaks away to become the boy wizard of 
Wall Street; he maintains through the years a relationship outside of marriage with 
a fine woman of dubious past; he becomes engaged to a socialite, Comes the crash - 
and his house of cards crashes. Nothing sensational, but likeable story in minor 


scale, for rentals primarily, and for branch libraries. $2.50 
April 28 
Doner, Mary Frances CHALICE Penn 


A more serious novel than the average rental level, with the emphasis on the 
salt-of-the-earth staples, and with sentiment, not too thinly veiled. Descended from 
the captains of Great Lakes vessels, Puss Halloran and Ace Fleming both inherit the 
tradition of the lakes. He becomes a doctor, marries an actress; she, recognizing 
the validity of their childhood love, sees her own marriage to a wastrel go on the 
rocks, but finds success as a commercial artist. Ultimately, with both marriages 
washed up, they come together, free to marry, and he abandons the medical career he 
hates, and goes back to the career of his forebears. $2. er 
sa 
f 


May 8 
Clune, Henry W. MONKEY ON A STICK Morrow 


Semi-satirical expose of American gullibility for mass faddism, for nothing- 
ness wrapped skillfully in cellophane, in the story of little man to demigod of the 
radio. Willoughby, idealist, buys space on the air to voice his views of the brother- 
hood of man, through human interest stories with moral endings; his amazing voice 
brings fame, and he goes on national hook-up under an unscrupulous promoter. There's 
some impetus to the idea of running him for president (sort of Mr. Smith Goes To 
Washington idea) but a vulgar, self-seeking, gold-digging girl proves the fly in the 
ointment. They are not pleasant company, these characters, and even little man Chester 
turns out to be a pompous, egotistical stuffed-shirt, except when he is before a mi- 


crophone. There is a timeliness in the radio build-up interest, that may catch the 


popular fancy. ee $2.00 
May 10 ey. j pe 

Wodehouse, P.G. EGGS, BEANS AND CRUMPETS ae Doubleday, Doran 

* Excellent time passer for Wodehousians, this collection of short stories of 


Wodehouse familiars and newcomers and their economic, financial and romantic adven- 
tures. Concerning scrapes, incidents in married life, Mr. Mulliner, Bingo Little, a 
girl that needs winning, desperate straits for funds, grade-A betting tips, et al. No 
new formula, but laugh-provoking solutions. Some have appeared in pericdicials. $2.00 
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May 15 Wy” m 


Syrrg er 


Duhamel, Georges CECILE PASQUIER ‘women Holt 


With this new volume (including three more of the French edition, in trans- 
lation), the Pasquier cycle is brought down to 1914. Duhamel's tempered realism, pen- 
etrating interpretation and differentiation of the Pasquiers and the world they repre- 
sent, makes this one of today's outstanding works. The center of the stage in this 
volume is held by Laurent, the scientist, and Cecile, the pianist. Part one is more 
intellectual than emotional, epistolary in form; the second part is lyrical, poetic, 
recounting the break-up of Cecile's marriage, her return to the church, and her music; 
the third is Laurent's story, his battle against the "cowardice of men, the great, in- 
tangible shadows" as he attacks the stranglehold of politics over science. A distin- | 
guished piece of work, but not destined for an immediate and wide popularity. $2.75 “ 


May 15 
Lees, Hannah WOMEN WILL BE DOCTORS Random House 


Well turned story of a lady medico, of interneship in a typical city hos- 
pital, of the struggle against the stigma attached to women in medicine, of the effort ; 
to reconcile marriage and career. A strange interdependence develops between Amanda «| 
and a fellow interne and it takes an emergency to put her back on her own feet. There's 
a neat sufficiency of medical modus operandi combined with a genuine man-woman-equality 





conflict. A new type of doctor novel, well done. $2.00 
May 24 e 
Comstock, Harriet T. DOCTOR HARGREAVE'S ASSISTANT Doubleday, Doran 








All about a high-minded young doctor's assistant who is the prey of the 
wilful, petulant younger sister, while loving the older sister (stop me, if you've a 
heard this one.) He is framed for marriage to Mirsil, only to be deserted subsequent-— : 
ly. Galahad like, he stands by, until she returns, broken, and dies, leaving him free. 





Greig-Ayres material, American style. Rertals and branch libraries. $2.00 
June 3 
Baldwin, Faith "SOMETHING SPECIAL" Farraré&Rinehart 


De luxe social register story of the break-up and mend of the marriage of 
two super-charming, super-sought-after, super-wealthy young people. The wife gets 
bored with it all, takes on a business as a plaything, and her marriage almost goes 





on the rocks of the business. Divorce - flirtations ~ and eventually righting of the 4 
marital bark. Smoothie of the kind, and Faith Baldwin is a sure-fire renter. This ea 
is not her best work, but it's a good popular job. $2.00 "T 
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MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 
March 22 


Hughes, Dorothy B. THE SO BLUE MARBLE Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Adventure rather than mystery, slightly daft and not too valid, but nicely 
dished up. A vicious and uncontrolled young sister to Griselda,i and suave, continen- 
tal twins go murder-mad in their search for a legendary blue marble, key to untold 
treasure. They are finally trapped in a series of fanatical murders, with Con, Gri- 


selda's ex-husband, who works with government agents to untangle the snarl. $2.00 
April 1 
Adams, Cleve F. SABOTAGE Dutton 


Murder, sluggings, fleshpots, devious and devastating women, rough and tough 
stuff - again adventure rather than mystery. Story of Rex McBride, private investiga- 
tor and gunsel, works for a group of underwriters investigating the sabotage of their 


gigantic dam project in a Nevada boom town. $2.00 
April 12 
Shattuck, Richard THE WEDDING GUEST SAT ON A STONE Morrow 


Murder of a universally hated man at a desert hotel monks the honeymoon of 
Sue and Ty and a wave of amateur gumshoeing lands them and their friends in a fine 
series of comic adventures, which resolve into serious entanglement when real detec- 
@4 tives land on the scene. Ty's voluntary jailing provides him with a brainstorm --- 
® and they trap the killer. Kinda funny, with moments of real amusement, but decidedly 


meringueflavor. On the whole, not as good as The Northe Meet Murder. $2.00 
aApeinis sf Op} 29. 
Boucher, Anthony THE CASE OF THE BAKER STREET IRREGULARS Simon & Schuster 


I fancied myself quite a Sherlock Holmes expert, but retire defeated from 
reading this book. One has to know not only the stories, but the references to other 
stories (most of which were only references and never appeared) and the fine points 
of method etc., to appreciate the unravelling of the various interrelated episodes 
which comprise this case. A group of Holmes' addicts are collected to supervise the 
screening of The Spotted Band. ach one is suspect when the scenario writer is appar- 
ently murdered and spirited away; each one has adventures following in modern form 
situations suggested or described in Doyle's works. I found it involved, difficult 
reading, and forced. Give me a straight thriller - or the original master himself. 

$2.00 







April 24 










Perowne, Barry RAFFLES AND THE KEY MAN Lippincott 






Fairish timepasser, patterned after the Saint yarns, but not up to them. 
Prison escapes motivated by "The Key Man" bring Leroy of Scotland Yard on the trail 
of Raffles and their paths cross as they set out to learn the key man's motives. 
Raffles, outside the law himself, revels in playing catspaw between the police and 
other criminals, forces Leroy to hold his hand by saying Leroy's assistant and round- 
ing up members of the Key Man's band - to his own financial betterment. $2.00 














March 15, 1940 Fiction - 132 - 
April 15 
Crofts, Freeman Wills GOLDEN ASHES Dodd, Mead 


Slow-motion English manner, in exacting examination of arson and suspected 
murder by the infallible Inspector French. Intricately planned substitution of old 
masters by the inheritor of an old English estate. A fire, which burns the house to 
the ground, follows the recognition of the copies by a connoisseur. Inchworm de- 
duction, Goodish. $2.00 


May 8 


Dickson, Carter AND SO TO MURDER Morrow 


Good old H.M. is delighted to nose about in the strange happenings ina 
film studio, where a young writer is being terrorized and murderously attacked. He 
blows and bellows to a solution (and a screen test) and a spitfirey romance comes to 
a successful culmination. A spot of war troubles give this an up to the minute touch. 


Entertainingly written, though not the very best of H.M's exploits. $2.00 
nep-e- Yule, 2. 
Steel, Kurt DEAD OF NIGHT oe ee Little, Brown 


Another Hank Hyer story, in which he knows the guilty party but can't pin 
the murders on him. Ome of these runarounds, with planted evidence. There are four 
corpses, and a young couple gets into hot water. His side kick comes to the rescue, 
but winds up with a spot of trouble himself. There's no "social significance" in the 
story this time, no strikes or labor troubles. Good for the Hank Hyer fans. $2.00 


May 10 


a / 


a 
Dawson, Carolyn Byrd THE LADY WEPT ALONE ~~" Doubleday, Doran 


Spinster-sleuth yarn, though Matilda's activities are mainly to keep the 
local investigator, Tim, at more than arm's length from those she loves. Closely 
knit friends and families complicate three murders, and Matilda, after a terrific 
binge with Tim, comes clean and sees the real criminal given a way out. Nice at- 
mosphere and writing. Mystery—novel narrative rather than straight whodunit. Crime 


club dual selection, along with Rufus King's Holiday Homicide (page 108). $2.00 
May 24 
Trace, John ROUGH MESA Doubleday, Doran 


Good average Western stuff, in a story in which lumbering rights form the 
battleground. The central quarrel is between former Texas Ranger McCord, now a 
cattleman fighting to bring back his widowed brother's interest in life, and a crooked 
local boss. The brother's murder puts Lin in a tough spot, but a forest fire clears 
everything. $2.00 





‘ 
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NON-FICTION 


MUST BOOKS 
April 11 
Stephenson, Nathaniel Wright & GEORGE WASHINGTON wi “oe Oxford 


Dunn, Waldo Hilary 


This is a significant biography, not containing anything startlingly, new, 
but marshalling the facts hitherto scattered through various biographies, and tell- 
ing the events of Washington's life so entertainingly that it makes easy reading. 
Many of the old legends are given short shrift; some of the rumors are traced to 
their sources. Many will feel that there is some camouflaging of the romance between 
Washington and Sally Fairfax; that there is little made of rumored unpleasantness at 
the start of the relations with Braddock. But on the whole, the biographers have 
documented their facts so carefully that the final estimate must be that this is a 
fair and well balanced life, not inspired, not definitive, but a definite contribu- 


tion to the biographical shelf. Fully illustrated with photographs and maps. 
2 volumes — $10.00 


March 25 


Werner, M.R., fd. STALIN'S KAMPF Howell, Soskin & Co. 


The title and the subject and the times will sell this book, if only for 
the hope that it will reveal a blue print of Stalin's future progress, as in the 
case of Hitler. It is an able scissors and paste job, coordinating speeches, arti- 
cles, interviews in such a way that Stalin's revolutionary, domestic and international 
program emerge. Necessarily redundant, somewhat wordy, but through it the man emerges, 
and the wide breach between theory and fact. He condemns himself out of his own mouth, 
Part I deals with revolution, from the propagandist orations of 1905 on; part II shows 
the revolutionary process of creating the ideal state, part III deals with the poli- 
tics of communism, the fourth part with international relations, proclaiming his aim 
pacific, a non-agressor nation with no territorial ambitions. Rhetoric plus - but 


Stalin is a more astute politician than Hitler and cleverlycamouflages the falsities. 
$2.50 


THESE RANK ABOVE. AVERAGE - WATCH THEM 


A first rate newspaper story, WITHOUT FEAR OR FAVOR by Neil MacNeil (Harcourt); Ertka 
Mann's panel of modern Germany, THE LIGHTS GO DOW¥N (Farrar & Rinehart); and a book 
sure to start people talking, A SOUTHERNER DISCOVERS NEW ENGLAND by Jonathan Daniels 


(Macmillan). 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Non-fiction 
March 25 


Udmark, John Andersen THE ROAD WE HAVE COVERED Modern Age 


‘I. was afraid, from the advance description, that this was going to be an- 
other of those books of general science in tabloid form. But it isn't. The author 
covers a vast amount of territory, but more in the way of a syllabus, interestingly 
and provocatively written, than an exhaustive digest of dry facts. From the earliest 
known facts of space and time, through the steps of progress from the first appearance 
cf life to modern man, he approaches the problems of man and society, through the ages, 
of religion, science, education, the development of racial and national and political 
consciousness, to the acquisition of wealth, the growth of government, the problems 


of war and crime. A one volume introduction to the universe and mankind. $3.50 
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March 28 
MacNeil, Neil WITHOUT FEAR OR FAVOR Harcourt, Brace t 
° The assistant managing editor of the New York Times tells the fascinating 


story of how a modern newspaper operates, and he makes his story grand reading. In 
these days, when news is a commodity in constant demand, the mechanics of securing it, 
of preparing the copy, of putting it into shape, and of getting it to the public in 
record time — the functions of the department heads - the coordination and balancing 

of material -— the problems of censorship, of checking for accuracy, of forestalling 
legal trouble — and at the same time producing a paper of which its owners and editors 
ean be proud. Full of human interest stories, of evidence of how newspapers use but 

do not make news, the inside story of news gathering, editing and publishing. Material 
drawn from various papers and not concentrated only on the Times. A grand defence of 
our press. $3.00 


eb nc. Arceu.eollG 


- 


Stewart, Donald Ogden FIGHTING WORDS ’ Harcourt, Brace 


This is a merging of speeches made at the American Writers' Congress last 
summer, and the result. is a book on the various problems of the writer today, both 
creative problems and distributive. Outstanding among the contributors are Dorothy 
Parker, Millen Brand, Vincent Sheean, di Donato, Kaltenborn, and others. The general 
effect is definitely a "socially conscious" one, art the product of the people to be 
directed to the people. Among the problems discussed are substance, technique, the 
role of the Negro in literature, the role of the writer on the air, in Hollywood, 
the need for organization to protect author rights, etc. Interesting, but sharply 
limited. $1.50 


April 1 





Forbes, Rosita A UNICORN IN THE BAHAMAS Dutton 


She flings her cap overthe windmill for the Bahamas, this adventure-seek-— 
ing world.traveler, and she slows down her pace and settles into investigation of the 
archipelago, which most of us know largely through Nassau. The history of the islands, ae 
past end present, individual characteristics, plans for the future and what has been t 
accomplished to date, her personal experiences, flying, boating, etc. She is mad 
about it and her enthusiasm is contagious., She skirts' the matters of finance, and makes 
it sound like paradise, with a few drawbacks. Not a Baedeker — but good travel read- 
ing. $3.00 


Drew, Elizabeth & DIRECTIONS IN MODERN POETRY Norton 
Sweeney, John L. 


A perceptive and stimulating study of the variety and significance of po- 
etry in the last 25 years, fine drawn analysis heightened by keen appreciation. The 
author has used the more important modern poetry for source and illustrations, stress- 
ing poets who have marked new trends in thought and treatment. Eliot and Pound, Frost, 
Auden, Yeats ---= - these are the highlights. Throughout the link between poet and peri- 
od is stressed, his role in society illuminated. Part two deals with the poetic proc- 
ess, use of imagination, of pattern, of word; with the obliquity of modern poetry clar- 
ified by indicating the influences that have created it, personal symbolism, psychi- 
atry, compression. An illuminating piece of work. Colleges - study groups - libra- 
ries. $2.75 


April 2 











Hehman, Leslie B. AS THE TWIG IS BENT Macmillan i 


A level-headed constructive book in the parent-—children field. Dr. Hohman 
takes a stand midway between the reactionary and the progressive; he discusses types 
of discipline, causes and cures of bad habits, specific maladjustments, handling of 
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sexual problems, etc. Based on concrete experiences, with an approach that seems 
ideal, neither rigid nor over sentimental. Dr. Hohman is a teacher and a psychiatrist 
at John Hopkins. $2.50 


April 4 


Dare, M. Paul INDIAN UNDERWORLD Dutton 


Weird and macabre stories of the Indian underworld and overworld, by the 
former editor of The Times of India. A wealth of material on Indian ritual and super- 
stition, commingled with inexplicable occult manifestations which the author has per- 
sonally witnessed. Magic, black and otherwise, levitation, sleight of hand, the broth- 
erhood of crime and sorcery, human and animal sacrifice, tabus, phenomena of all sorts. 
Behind all this, the author gives the legendary and religious background for Indian 
beliefs and behaviour, and makes up a good case for the strange occurrences in India, 
in spite of showing up the chicanery and trickery of the fakir world. Somewh-rt lurid 
reading. $2.50 


Gilfond, Duff I GO HORIZONTAL Vanguard 


A detailed story of a woman's search for health, with the succession of di- 
agnoses, of treatments, of hospitalizations, of errors, of good doctors and bad, of 
good psychiatrists and bad, of modern medicine on its seamy side. An indictment of 
the medical approaen and handling of obscure chronic conditions, with little to say 
that gives one confidence in progress. Presumably, the basic trouble was a strange 
form of sleeping sickness (the author is slowly improving today), but the doctor to 
whom she finally returns, acknowledges that inadequate research is responsible. for 
the insufficient knowledge of the disease, Gardening and music seemed to do more than 
all the doctors put together. Chance for a semi-humorous treatment seems lost in a 
matter-of-fact record. An unusual subject, reasonably well handled. $2.50 


April 9 


Hedin, Sven THE WANDERING LAKE Duttan 


Hedin has the faculty for combining scientific adventure, thrilling de- 
scription, the quality of human interest, and the color of the strange places he vis- 
its. This is a good one, and in it he tells of how — in 1934 - he returned to Cen- 
tral Asia to visit once again the river beds leading into Lake Lop-—Nor, now re-es- 
tablished in their channels of 1500 years before. He is a good story teller, he is 
stopped by nothing in the course of his exploration, and he conveys to his readers 
the sense of excitement and drama that he himself feels. Illustrated with photo— 
graphs, reproduced in soft (sometimes almost blurred) velvety tones. Good armchair 
adventure. $3.75 





April | 


* True stories, all based on actual cases, with unimportant details changed, 
which, taken together, form a revealing record of life in modern Germany. Deliberate- 
ly, the daughter of Thomas Mann has selected as her subjects, ordinary Germans, in 
various walks of life, trades people, professional people, soldiers, the kind of peo- 
ple that make up the backbone of Germany's great middle class. She has taken them 
from oity and village and country. And every case bears witness to the infiltration 
of decay in fundamentals of life and freedom and thought, caused by the Nazi regime. 
Most of the material we have had, has been so closely linked with the Jewish problem, 
that this gives us exactly what we need to show us how universal a problem of civili- 


zation is here. $2.50 vY 


Farrar & Rinehart 


Mann, Erika THE LIGHTS GO DOWN 
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April 11 
Teague, Walter Dorwin DESIGN THIS DAY Harcourt, Brace 


This hasn't been done, and no better person than Teague could have been 

found to do it. An industrial designer, he knows at first hand the problems of adjust- 
ing modern technique and modern principles to artistic application in the furniture 

of our living. By this is meant, our buildings, our cities, our transportation sys- 
tems, our machines, our inanimate and practical devices. It is a handbook of design 
discussed in terms of the machine age, with the emphasis on fitness in relation to 
functional value, to materials available, to modern techniques. He makes convincing 

the necessity of throwing overboard the traditions of art. The photographs through- 


out are evidence of the soundness of his views. $6.00 
April 15 
Colver, Alice Ross & DREAM WITHIN HER HAND Macrae, Smith 


Birdsall, Helen Brant The Life of Cornelia Chase Brant, MD 


A biography that is the loving chronicle of a woman's life, a pioneer-ca- 
reer woman of boundless energy and ambition. Motherless, she was raised by Quaker 
aunts; she knew penny pinching for living and education, she hated the ignorance of 
illnesses and the ignominy of having to consult men doctors; she married the man she 
loved and bore three children. Then at 34, she began to study medicine, graduated 
with honors, practiced and became Dean of New York Medical College and Hospital for 
She achieves all her ambitions - then is forced to retire because of a broken 


Women. 
hip. Another doctor's book - but a good one for women readers, especially. $2.75 
Kasner, Edwin & MATHEMATICS AND THE IMAGINATION Moy 23 Simon & Schuster 


Newman, James 

One would have to have more knowledge and enthusiasm for figures and math- 
ematical processes to enjoy this; and such was not the case with the previous popu- 
larization of mathematics, Mathematics for the Million. But, granted that squaring 
the circle and monkeying with logarithms, sines and cosines, calculus and the rest 
of the tribe, holds fascination, this book is your meat. The authors almost succeed 
in making me wish I'd not forgotten more than I ever knew; but they don't tempt me 
to experiment as Hogben did. The puzzles, the deductive reasoning, the cryptograms 
which they introduce, supply a game element which will catch the imagination of those 


with any of the tools in sharpened form. 170 diagrams and drawings, a ready wit and 

an original appraoch all add to the chances of the book. $2.75 
April FB2S 

Gassner, John MASTERS OF THE DRAMA Random House 


This is an amazing achievement, this one volume survey of the theatre through 
the ages, from the Greeks to Odets. It really amounts to an encyclopedia of the drama, 
biographical, critical, social, analytical. He shows the social conditions that gave 
rise to various steps in development; and then reverses the process and shows how the 
drama played a part in social development. In handling the Orient, he follows the 
chronological development; in European drama, he treats it horizontally, period by 
period; in America, he gives passing credit to the progress up to O'Neill, but pauses 
there to give due emphasis to the leader of the modern school. A nice job, thorough- 
ly readable. Good for schools, colleges, study groups, libraries. Indexed. $3.75 


April 19 


Hoving, Walter YOUR CAREER IN BUSINESS Duell, Sloan & Fearce 


The president of Lord & Taylor, one of Ndw York's finest stores, has met 
numerous business problems common to all big executives. He discusses them informally 
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and intimately, in a very personal way. ‘his is not a book on how to be successful 
but it is full of common sense facts about some of the methods that will help readers 
to find their own place in the business world, to know where they belong. A back- 
ground of experience at Macy's and Montgomery—Ward gives him a wide experience in 

the retail field, but his viewpoint is applicable to general business, showing how 

to go about looking for a job, how to prepare onesself, how to study for the job a- 


head. $2.00 
on “ hd 

Dearden, Harold THE WIND OF CIRCUMSTANCE ~~ i Reynal & Hitchcock 

* A lusty book, written with candor that is at times startling. The result 


is highly entertaining, but the shock-easilies wont like it. He has no compunctions 
about undressing in public — and this goes for family and friends as well as for him- 
self; and yet he manages to do it so ingratiatingly, and with so little malice or nasti- 
ness, that one forgives him. Largely autobiographical, though not chronologically cir-— 
cumstantial. He tells of his childhood, his schooling, the war years, his career in 
medicine, odd cases that come the way of a psychiatrist. There is something of Dr. 
Munthe's appeal, without the sentiment. He tells all and tells it well, with humor, 


individuality and unorthodox honesty. English, but not too English. $3.00 
April 23 
Morse, Frank P. CAVALCADE OF THE RAILS Dutton 


Railroads on Parade at the New York World's Fair was proof of the wide gen- 
eral interest in historical background of our railroads. Now comes this book, down 
that same alley (and illustrated with a good many photographs from the Fair). Breezy, 
informal, easy reading, this history of railroading in America, from the first train 
to today's streamlined monsters. There is a great deal about the men who made the 
railroads, the country over. And he ends with his presentation of the reasons why 


railroads are on the skids. Illustrated. $3.75 
April 30 ~ {- 
GaP Fe 
Daniels, Jonathan A SOUTHERNER DISCOVERS NEW ENGLAND Macmillan 


The author of A Southerner Discovers the South employs the same technique 
to seek out the reasons for the changing pattern of New England, through which - says 
he - a great wind has long been blowing. He visits resorts and agricultural sections. 
And he finds that New England is rich - and complacent - and blind to the fact that 
the impetus is gone, that things are changing below the surface, that what they have 
won through generations of struggle and endeavour will be lost if they don't wake up. 
New Englandegs wont like it, though they will like his honest 2dmiration and effection 
for their land; but they may read it to quarrel with it, and it may achieve his end. 
The earlier book had an amazing sale, amazing in view of the fact that he is not e 


facile and easy writer, but gives solid meat to chew on. $3.00 
Note:- Show with this book two others reported in this issue, Lawrence Dame's NEW 
ENGLAND COMES BACK (Random House), reported on page 140, and Clara Laughlin's SO 
YOU'RE SEEING NEW ENGLAND (Little, Brown), page 138. 
May 7 . 

ef 
Holbrook, Stewart H. ETHAN ALLEN . i~ Macmillan 

sa + . 


Ethan Allen, hero of Vermont and history book character to most of us, is 
here given flesh and blood realty. Some of his halo is a bit tarnished; he is shown 
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as a swashbuckling, profane, guzzling individualist, with courage, honesty and diplo- 
macy that make him survive as one of the most picturesque and dramatic figures of our 
War of Independence. He stood for Vermont's rights against New York, against the 

thirteen colonies. Holbrook throws interesting light on the confused Hampshire grant 


struggles. Here is history, biography and legend, welded into one. A good job. 
$2.50 


May 9 
Laughlin, Clara E. SO YOU'RE SEEING NEW ENGLAND Little, Brown 


With the exception of a small New York guide, done for World's Fair visi- 
tors, this is the famous travel guide and friend's first venture into home pastures. 
And she has done for New England the same thorough sort of job that she does for for- 
eign countries, except that she leaves the matter of timing more to the traveler. She 
starts from New York; she covers most parts of New England, giving alternate trips; 
she gives a tremendous amount of historical background (though one wonders how much 
of it would be utterly unfamiliar to the European using the guide as Americans use 
her European guides). Would suggest supplementing it with suggestions of other books 
on New England to prospective travelers. $2.50 


Willoughby, Barrett ALASKA HOLIDAY Little, Brown 


~y {Ce 
The first two thirds of this book forms a record of a fascinating holiday 
spent by two women in an Alaskan post "where the West began". There's adventure and 
humor and a grand story altogether. The balance consists of short bits and long, all 
dealing with Alaska, but mostly with other experiences than her own, human interest 
stories, etc. I was particularly interested in what she had to say about the rural 
resettlement project in ]'m a Cream Puff Ptoneer, in which a great many theories and 
rumors are exploded and the facts told. Good reading, in all, and a good item for 


the budding interest in Alaska with the increased news value due in the months ahead. 
: $2.50 


May¥—tO 
pt 


Jacoby, Oswald OSWALD JACOBY ON POKE Doubleday, Doran 


The bridge master gives some inside information on the various types of 
poker. He shows how to study your opponent, what to watch for; he brings out the psy- 
chological aspects of the game, shows how the play of the cards means more than the 
cards. $1.00 


May 15 


McEachron, Dr. D.B. & PLAYING WITH LIGHTNING Random House 
Patrick, K.G. 


Close tie in with the General Electric's show at the N.Y. World's Fair, ie 
and the popularity of that show presages popularity for this book. This is the story 
of the lightning hunters, of what manmade lightning shows researchers. From Franklin 
to Steinmetz, this is history and biography of the search for electricity's secrets. 
Not a primer - it demands brainwork on the part of the reader. Illustrated. $2. 50 
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May 20 a 
aan 
Davis, Clyde Brion THE ARKANSAS @ | . Farrar & Rinehart 


This is one of the most dramatic of the River series, though it seems to 
depart a bit from the river theme, and manages to turn into a regional history, 
Viewed as such, here is a first rate panorama of the Colorado of Buckskin Joe, of 
Cripple Creek boom days, of California Gulch and Leadville; the Colorado of quick 
fortunes in silver and in gold, of Walsh and Tabor and Guggenheim; Colorado of con- 
flicts between railroads for right of way, of strikes and labor difficulties; and 
finally the Colorado of fruit lands and beet farms - and the Dust Bowl. Then western 
Kansas, cattle country, and Dodge City; then the Indian problems, the discovery of 
oil and the land rush when Oklahoma opened up. Next the Ozarks — the Mississippi Bubble~ 


and the river the highway for the western course of empire. Good telling. $2.50 
i May 23 
Coxe, Howard STRANGER IN THE HOUSE Greystone 


An extraordinary page out of England's history, in the story of Caroline 
of Brunswick, of the last of the George's and of their battle to the death. She was 
accepted as his wife because he wanted his debts paid and she was the price, but all 
"Prinny" wanted was an heir and freedom to go back to his mistresses and his disso- 
lute way of life. The personal story of her fight for a place in the sun is an in- 
teresting one and Howard Coxe has told it well. But one has a2 sense of being hung 
in space and time; there is no feeling of the England of the period, little realiza- 
tion of the other characters in the drama, outside the principals, no picture of the 
place in world history. In fact, if I had not had other books as background (even . 
such a book as And So Victoria), I'd have felt at sea. $2.50 


Mey-24 Se 
ft 
Campbell, Walter S. WRITING MAGAZINE FICTION ( om Doubleday, Doran 


The author is better known as "Stanley Vestal", and under that name he can 
speak with the authority of the successful contributor in this straight mechanistic 
guide to fiction writing, with work programs and aids at the close of each chapter. 
Part one analyzes the elements of story telling, characterization, plot, setting, nar- 
rative and dialogue. The second part deals with types of fiction, the short story, 
the novel, serial, novelette, short short, etc. The third part takes up distribution, 
marketing, what’ the reader wants, what the editor wants. Elementary - practical - for 
aspirants. The author is the director of courses in professional writing, Univ. of 
Oklahoma, $2.50 











Hunt, Frazier THE LONG TRAIL FROM TEXAS Doubleday, Doran 
The Story of Ad Spaugh, Cattleman 











Ad Spaugh came from an Indiana pioneer family, he spent his childhood in 
a Kansas sod hut, and at 14 became a cattle driver. He rode herd over almost all the 
famous cattle trails, and this is the story of life on the trail, with all the routine 
detail, the adventure, the people of the old west, the romances that came his way, 

the typical round of the cattleman's life. Picture of early Texan days, of Wyoming 

as wilderness, of the Chisholm Trail and the others. Good true Western material for 


your Western fans, and should have 2 plus sale with boys. Illustrated with maps. 
$2.50 
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A Handful Of Last Minute Arrivals 


Did you know that there was available in book form 


Lippmann, Walter SOME NOTES ON WAR AND PEACE Macmillan 
The most discussed of Lippmann's columns in recent months. $ .50 
Dame, Lawrence NEW ENGLAND COMES BACK Random House 


This might be said to constitute an answer to Jonathan Daniels (see page 137) 
for here is a survey of what has been happening since the New England states woke up 
to their stagnation. Individual comebacks, groups that have done their own bootstrap 
pulling, the place of big business, farming, factories, the “playground” industries, 
sidelights and explorations into these and other indications that the pioneer spirit 
is again at work, leavening the pessimism, attacking problems in a practical way. 
Americans all in an American way, solving individual and community questions. An op- 
timistic book, showing that where something should be done. something can be done. A 
challenge for communities elsewhere, so should have more than local interest. This 
grew out of the interest aroused by an article written by Stewart Holbrook in the Post, 
I think, and Holbrook has written an introduction. Illustreated. $2.75 


Two additions to Choosing Your Career Series 

Arnold, Frank A. DO YOU WANT TO GET INTO RADIO? Stokes 

Comprehensive handbook, - analyzing organization and set up, building of 
programs, selling time, selection of talent, promotion and public relations in radio, 
information aspects, announcing as a profession, opportunities for women, for junior 
executives, the future of television, how to go about getting a job in radio. The 
appendix lists colleges that give courses and state regulations and stations. $1.50 

and 


Byrnes, T. W. & Baker, K.L. DO YOU WANT TO BECOME AN ACCOUNTANT? Stokes 


Historical background - inclination and aptitude for accountancy - educa- 
tion and special training - positions and future - work, duties, responsibilities - 


public work or private. Appendix of schools, state regulations, etc. $1.50 
Palmer, Dewey H. & MILLIONS ON WHEELS Vanguard 
Crooks, Laurence E. with Supplement Number 3 ($.75) 


1940 cars, distinguishing features, improvements. Best buys indicated in 
each group. Consumers' union reports, with tabular comparisons on various aspects, 


including gasoline consumption, tires, oil, batteries, radios, heaters, etc. 
Complete $2.50 


Myers, Jerome ARTIST IN MANHATTAN American Artists Group 


Not an orthodox biography, but amusing, impressionistic record of fleeting 
moments here and there in the life of the well known New York artist. There is no 
attempt at retailing facts of his life, but rather a recapturing of moods and thoughts. 
Reveries alternate with comments on aesthetics, on the profession of art, with one 
chapter of friendly testimonials to fellow artists, The last half of the book con- 
tains 100 photographic reproductions of his work, with facing pages describing each 
picture. A nostalgic book, slipping occasionally into sentimental tones. (3/20) 

$3.75 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 
Alliance 
Heppenstall, R.- THE BLAZE OF NOON— from 3/21 to 4/26 73 
Carrick & Evans 
Dudley, Frank- KING COBRA~ from 4/19 to 4/12 76 
Farrar & Rinehart 
Brush, Ketharine- THIS IS ON ME- from 5/13 to 5/9 107 
Gilman, Elizabeth- PICNIC ADVENTURES (J)- from 4/1 to 4/11 124 
snopf 
Brock, Emma- AT MIDSUMMER TIME. Definite date 5/8. Price from $1.50 to 
$1.75 122 
Lippincott 
. Johnson, Osa~ I MARRIED ADVENTURE- postponed to June or July. Future Book 
Of The Month Club selection. 28 
Morton, Anthony- BLUE MASK STRIKES AGAIN- from 4/3 to 4/17 105 
Little Brown 
Arliss, George- MY TEN YEARS IN THE STUDIOS- postponed to 5/8 87 
Lavery, Sir John- THE LIFE OF A PAINTER- postponed to 5/10 107 
Longmans Green | 
Bolitho, Hector- ROUMANIA UNDER KING CAROL- postponed to 3/20 47 
Johnstone, N.— HOTEL IN FLIGHT- from 3/2 to 3/27 51 
Macmillan ! 
Shotwell & Deak- TURKEY AT THE STRAITS-— from 3/19 to 4/30 108 
Princeton University Press 
Cantril, H.- THE INVASION FROM MARS—- from 4/1 to 4/15 109 
Random House 
Burk, J.N.— CLARA SCHUMANN~ Price from $3.75 to $3.00 29 
McFee, W.— WATCH BELOW- Limited edition $5.00 102 
Muggeridge, Malcolm- THE SUN NEVER SETS from 3/? to 4/11 85 
Wylie, I.A.R.— MY LIFE WITH GEORGE- postponed indefinitely 11 
Scribner 
Adams, J. T.— EMPIRE ON THE SEVEN SEAS- Definite date 4/22 106 
Stokes . 
Fitzsimmons, Cortland- ONE MAN'S POISON- from 3/14 to 3/20 104 
Viking 


Bacon, Josephine D.- THE DOOR IN THE CLOSET (J)-postponed to fall 


Winston 
Boyd, E.M.- ALL ABOUT DAVID (J)-— postponed to 4/15 
Finger, C.J.— GOLDEN TALES FROM FAR AWAY (J)- from 3/1 to 4/1 


95 
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15, 1940 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - APRIL 1ST TO 15TH 


1< 
Faulkner, William- THE HAMLET (Random House) 


2. 
Bryan, Julien- SIEGE (Doubleday, Doran) 


4 
Brophy, John- GENTLEMAN OF STRATFORD (Harper) 


5. 
Edmonds, Walter D.- CHAD HANNA (Little Brown) 
"Elizabeth"-— MR. SKEFFINGTON (Doubleday, Doran) Book Of The Month 
Club Selection. 
Roberts, Elizabeth Madox- SONG IN THE MEADOW (Viking) 
Slade, Caroline- THE TRIUMPH OF WILLIE POND (Vanguard) 


8 
McFee, William- WATCH BELOW (Random House) 
Salminen, Sally- MARIANA (Farrar & Rinehart) 


1i- 
Fousehold, Geoffrey-— SALVATION OF PISCO GABAR (Little Brown) 


Mann, Erika- THE LIGHTS GO DOWN (Farrar & Rinehart) 
Stephenson & Dunn- GEORGE WASHINGTON (Oxford) 


12~- 
Knight, Kathleen Moore- DEATH CAME DANCING (Doubleday, Doran) 


Latimer, Jonathan- DARK MEMORY (Doubleday, Doran) 


14- 
Prechtl, Robert- TITANIC (Dutton) 


Please Add These Titles To Your March ist to 15th Calendar 


March 25- 
Werner, M.R.-Ed.- STALIN'S KAMPF (Howell, Soskin) 


March 28- : 
MacNeil, Neil- WITHOUT FEAR OR FAVOR (Harcourt Brace) 























BULLETIN FROM 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service 439 East 51st Street 





Vol, VIII 


Ppre-Easter RELIGIOUS BOOK SUPPLEMENT: No 2 


E@ited by Gene Simmonds 





March 15, 1940 No. 6 


We are still feeling apologetic over not catching the error in the dates for Lent, so 
have checked and double-checked before stating that this supplement finds Easter less 
than ten days off -— March 24th to be exact. Easter means the best religious book seas-~ 
on in the average shop. Use at least one window for an Easter display - two if you 
can, in which case you could combine garden books and outdoor books with religious 
books, Use flowers and green as background. You might even do a window symbolic of 
the religious nature of the season. Your church's altar guild might be willing to 
help you, by lending you an altar frontal, linens, brasses or even by helping you ar- 
range a dignified and appropriate background. Or you might arrange your books in the 
form of a cross, or make a cross of flowers or of laurel leaves. The jackets of re- 
_ligious books are much more effective than they used to be. Make the most of them. 
Wrap Easter gifts in original papers or gay cellophane. Make suggestions for gifts - 
a good $10.00 item might be the new Manson companion to the Bible and a $5.00 Bible. 
Colored prayer books, hymnals and Bibles are growing in favor as gifts for children. 
You have a chance to make Easter significant in the religious book field as it is in 
the field of merchandise. And now — A Happy Easter to you all! 


Burton, Katherine HIS DEAR PERSUASION Longmans, Green 


Here's a book that might have had a wide market, within the Roman Catholic 
Church and without, if it were not defeated in advance by such dogmatic partisanship 
as to limit its sale and interest to the narrowest faction of the Catholic church. 
On the favorable side let us recognize that it is a book of contrasting moods and 
scenes; interesting historically for its picture of old New York, early Baltimore, 
Leghorn, of shipping, commerce, education and the church, delightfully done. The pic- 
ture of Mother Seton stresses her death bed function, in an effort to show how the 
Roman Catholic Church takes precedence over other churches at that time, and virtually 
ignores the side of Mother Seton that endeared her to the world, her joyous side, her 
humor, balance and deep humanity, all enhanced by her religious experience. She lived 
at a time when it was "socially correct" to belong to the Roman Catholic Church only 
in New Orleans and Baltimore, and she was virtually ostracized in New York. Katherine 
Burton, in presenting her own bias to the exclusion of any merit in other churches, 
will only serve to reinforce a position which has been fast losing ground, and to; hurt 
the chance for unity of thoughtand action between the Roman Catholic and the Episcopal 
Church, of which she apparently knows too little to take the position she does. $2.50 






Code, Joseph B. DICTIONARY OF THE AMERICAN HIERARCHY Longmans, Green 


Over five hundred bishops' lives given in brief. The main events and facts 
are gathered here in convenient form for those who would know their Bishops or need 
such a work for reference. Every large library, every Roman Catholic community or 


parochial library, school or college. $2.50 
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Daniels, Louis E. A SERVICE BOOK AND SHORT PSALTER Oxford 


To encourage the beautiful speech rhythm chanting used so much abroad this 
volume is offered with the hope that American churches will realize how much dignity 
and beauty it adds to the Episcopal service. Bring it to the notice of choirmasters 
and clergy. They will find it helpful and well arranged. Paper bound - $ .30 


Doms, Hubert THE MEANING OF MARRIAGE Sheed & Ward 


A book for laymen of the Roman Catholic Church written by a doctor who has 
felt the need for a book which would bring out the psychology and meaning of success-— 
ful marriage, the place of marriage in the community, in life, etc. Priests and so- 
cial workers will find it helpful, too. $2.25 


Filson, Floyd V. PIONEERS OF THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH Abingdon 


Here with the lives of five men,- Peter, Stephen, Barnabus, Paul and James, 
Professor Filson draws a picture through which the Christian Church emerges from 
Judaism. Delightfully drawn biographies. Never a statement is made without the back- 
ing of book, chapter and verse, so that the student may make a more detailed study as 
well as argue or speak on firm ground. Would be interesting used as the basis of a 
series of talks or study classes. $2.00 


Fitzgerald, Gerald LETTERS OF FATHER PAGE, C.S.C. Longmans, Green 


Father Fitzgerald, Rector of the Seminary of the Holy Cross, North Easton, 
Mass. has long been read as "Father Page” (although his identity is only now revealed). 
He writes on every conceivable subject,-joy, sorrow, Easter, Christmas, etc; and to var- 
ious individuals, - sisters, fathers, relatives, soldiers, saints, always carrying the 
message of Christ and the adequacy of that message for the needs of the world. $2.00 


Goodspeed, Edgar J. CHRISTIANITY GOES TO PRESS Macmillan 


* Jewish seeds sown through the centuries and brought to fruition in Jesus' 

day were, within twenty years, falling on Greek literary soil. Christianity was on its 
way to print. An original approach and a fascinating study when pursued by the great 
authority on the New Testament, Dr. Goodspeed. A story so amazing as to require read- 
ing for believing. Everyone with a Goodspeed Bible knows the author and will welcome 
this new work. Every student should have this information. Every clergyman will find 
it easier to answer questions put to him after reading it. $1.50 


Hitchen, Herbert ADDRESS TO THE LIVING Beacon Press 


A tiny paper volume of Lenten meditations that will be used long after Lent 
is over. If the publishers will continue publishing the little booklet leaving off 
the “Lenten Manual" line it should become a staple item. The contents are well] .cho- 
sen and inspiring bits from the great poets for use in daily quiet hours or for de- 
votional periods in meetings. $ .10 


Kagawa, Toyohiko THE CHALLENGE OF REDEMPTIVE LOVE Abingdon 


Kagawa's life has been a witness to the redemptive power of love and from 
his vast experience he has drawn for the chapters of this book. Men and women high 
and low, rich and poor, good and bad, bear out the effectiveness of the gospel mes— 
sage, It changes lives and ambitions. It sent Kagawa to the slums to live and to 
palaces to preach, There are no barriers of race, creed or color in Kagawa’'s life 
and the sale of his book is universal too. $1.50 
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Keyes, Frances Parkinson THE SUBLIME SHEPHERDESS Messner 


* The life of St. Bernadette of Lourdes delightfully told by Mrs. Keyes as 
she raced the war across France and finished her work on a French freighter carrying 
stranded and panicky Americans across the Atlantic. Briefly it is the story of a 
frail little shepherdess without food, lodgings or even material necessities who 
went in search of kindling and in the Grotto near the Grove she came face to face 
with a beautiful lady. The first part compasses the trials of fulfilling her promise 
to return, the successive appearances, the church's fears, the civil authorities’ 
refusal to allow Bernadette or the crowds that followed her to go to the Grotto: 
then her schooling #@nd finally the Bishop's admission that the child had seen Our 
Lady and the building of the Cathedral at Lourdes. Part two takes her to the con— 
vent to be happy and miserable under 2 wicked Mother General who took pleasure in 
humiliating those she was not worthy of toucking far less disciplining. The reader 
can't help hoping she is humiliated in the world beyoad. The book is written with 
the greatest simpiicity befitting its heroine and adding greatly to its charm and 
sense of conviction. Although Mrs. Keyes was converted to the Roman Catholic Church 
last summer the beok is not the least tainted with over—enthusiasm nor any effort to 
proselyte. As the story reads like a fairy tale it should not be limited to the Re- 
ligious Table. Any Catholic, Roman or Anglo, would enjoy it as a biography. Plus 
sale in juvenile edition. $2.00 


Ligutti, Luigi, Rt.Rev.Mségr. RURAL ROADS TO SECURITY Bruce 
Rawe, John C., S.J. 

Wherever you have urban and rural life this book should have an important 
sale and place in the scheme of things. The Home is the fundamental problem and to 
save it and improve the home and hearts and livesis the primary function of this book. 
Every aspect has been studied: full time, part time, cooperative farming. What can 
be done in semi-rural communities, by mine and factory workers, by people who live 
in the rural districts but are not living off their land. More and more the Back-to- 
the-Land has .become a familiar cry. More and more groups and families are being in- 
trigued by it but it requires expert advice and direction. Here you have the results 
of years of research and actual experiment written in easy and inspiring fashion. A 
big job expertly handled. $2.75 


MacGregor, W. M. PERSONS AND IDEALS Scribner 
Great men and great ideals never cie. This supplies a record of them in 


more permanent form than the fabric of memory, Here are delightful sketches of such 
men as Denny, Whyte, Bruce, Montaigne, Pascal, etc., men whom our young people should 


know better, men they'll enjoy and be better for having met. $1.50 
Manson, T. W. &d. A COMPANION TO THE BIBLE Scribner 
* Part ¥. The scriptures themselves. part II. The land and the people. 


Part III. The Religion of the Bible. And there you have a book that no student of 
the Bible be he priest or layman should fail to own. Each section is made up of 
articles by experts in that subject, archaeology, geography, the early church, the 
history of the Ola Testament, New Testament, the message of Jesus, the Apocrypha, 
ete. Contributors are Professor Dodd, J. W. Jack, Mullo-Weir, Oesterley, Wheeler 
Robinson, N. H. Snaith, The Bishop of Truro. From every angle the book is a trea- 
sure house rich in information, explanation and exploration. It offers everyone a 
liberal education in old world culture, literature and art as well as biblical sub- 
jects. This is the kind of book on which you can afford to do a really intensive 
campaign. It's a $5.00 sale, every clergyman in your diocese should know about it, 


see it, own it and advise his parishioners to invest in a copy for their own homes. 
$5.00 
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Maritain, Jacques A PREFACE TO METAPHYSICS Sheed & Ward 





While this is only a preface, Professor Maritain has covered a world far 
above the heads of most of our customers. Every one interested in metaphysics or 
philosophy will acclaim it as the great contribution it is. It is a book for stock 
and for immediate sales. Put it in a conspicuous place, - the window, a front table, 
etc.---not: in the religious corner, since many people will want it to whom you might 


not mention it. <A must for schools, colleges and libraries. $1.75 : 
Paulsen, Irwin G. THE CHURCH SCHOOL AND WORSHIP Macmillan 
° This author is an honest man. He has recognized a fact and he has something 


to suggest to remedy it. The younger generation, often blamed for its lack of morals, 
and disregard for worship is presented as a generation that has not failed but has 

never been taught to know the meaning and solace of religious experience. A very ex- 
cellent and comprehensive book on the Church School, the responsibility of its clergy 
and lay workers who start with young children and train them. Child Study groups, 

libraries, schools, civic organizations, individuals with children or the responsibil- 
ity of other people's children will be grateful to the shop which brings this book to 


their attention. $1.75 
Sangster, W. E. THESE THINGS ABIDE Abingdon 


Devotional meditations in dark days is a possible sub-title to this book 
written by a man who in his thirty-nine years has lived nearly two thirds of them in 
war time or under war clouds. He has been a soldier in France and in the army of 
occupation and he knows the horror of war and the hatred of the subsequent terms of peace < 
This book is powerful because of its célm sanity, impressive because it holds out the 
message of hope. An excellent book for youth organizations and those in touch with 
youth, for students or for clergymen who would understand the point of view of Brit-— 


ish Christians. $1.00 | 
Schroeder, J. C. MODERN MAN AND THE CROSS Scribner 
* Man today in search of his soul must find the Cross not only for his per- 


sonal salvation but that of his civilization, his world. Thus believes Dr. Schroeder 
and his book is convincing, so powerful and big that one is very near to believing 
with him as one puts it down. For the same reason it is a hard book to describe. It 
sounds like a dozen other books on the Cross. Be sure it isn't! If you are very 
quick on the trigger you can sell a copy to every clergyman in town for from now un- 
til Easter. They are deeply concerned with messages and sermons on the Cross, and 
need fresh new material. Advertise it, display it and then sell it, as an Easter 


gift book. $1.50 





Scott, E. F. THE BOOK OF REVELATION Scribner 





To the average person The Book of Revelation is misnamed, Only scholars 
dabbled in its fancy imagery and symbolism, and even those who penetrated its mes— 
sage of wars, destruction, etc. felt it could never happen here in'Christian" coun- 
tries. But read it again. It Aas happened and the message it brings is entirely 
applicable to our situation today when we are in danger of being destroyed by our 
own brain children, - science, aviation, chemical warfare, etc. You'll find this ( 
book readable and saleable if you explain and suggest it to your customers. Don't 
allow it to misfire. It's got real powder but its title might mislead people un- 
less you can explain it is Revelation iggo. $2.00 
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Sheen, Fulton J. FREEDOM UNDEB GOD Bruce 


We'd like to see paper bound copies or a condensed version of this book 
distributed on the streets of every great city, in the plants where communists hold 
sway. In this, the most convincing and effective book we've read on the subject of 
religious freedom vs. communism, Msgr. Sheen eloquently answers all claims, silences 
all arguments and presents the undeniable advantages of freedom under God. It is 
clever and effective as all the author's work and by far the most powerful weapon to 
use in combatting the Reds. No one could possibly choose the latter if they fully 
understood the freedom God holds out, the value He puts on individual rights and life 
itself. All Catholic organizations, schools, colleges, seminaries, etc. will use this 
book for their libraries and all libraries will need several copies. All denominations 
listen when Msgr. Sheen speaks from the lecture platform, on the air or through the 
press. You'll find this book easy and profitable to promote. Start at once taking 
advance orders. And call the nearest seminary and the Catholic priests in your big 
city parishes. They'll give you promotion suggestions and help plan your campaign. 

$2.25 


Stone, Frank SO THEY CRUCIFIED HIM Seribner 


Dr. Stone has packed this little book with about as much power as it is 
possible to crowd into 79 pages of print. The Seven Last Words expertly handled and 
a great triumphal note to end on.——Resurrection--Easter Day. This is another book to 
get quickly before the clergy and an additional sale with the ‘Schroeder book, Modern 
Man and the Cross, as a perfect small Easter gift attractively gotten up. $1.00 


Weatherhead, Leslie D. THE ETERNAL VOICE Abingdon 


Tt would be hard to listen to Mr. Weatherhead for long without catching "at 
least a whisper of the eternal voice." That is his hope in publishing this book and 
he should realize it. Sermons of sorrow, healing, prayer, the home and all the other 
rounds of life written from the wide range of the author's experience in India, in the 
great manufacturing centres of England and now as pastor of London's femous City 
Temple. A safe bet for young or old. $2.00 


Weatherhead, Leslie D. THINKING ALOUD IN WARTIME Abingdon 


Everyone bristles with questions on the moral and. religious problems in- 
volved in war. A war for ideals is still war. We still break the commandments when 
we “kill” although we did not "covet." It is a perplexing state of affairs and more 
than one pacifist in peace time has found his convictions shattered when war flamed 
up. Leslie Weatherhead served in the last war and knows the hell of conflict, the pain 
of peace, the problems facing all Christians today. In nine excellent chapters he asks 
the most pressing questions and if they have been answered more clearly and helpfully 
we haven't seen the book. Every Christian ought to have this book and study it. $1.00 


Wordsworth, W. A. EN-—ROEH Scribner 


The Prophecies of Isaiah with Habakkuk and Nahum have long been considered 
the work of the son of Amoz as a whole, by the Roman Church, with the conviction that 
the message is about the Christ from Jesus' own lips. The author believes the world 
needs just such a restatement of this belief and has been working on the book for 
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years. Scholars will find the book intensely interesting and thought provocative. 
Whether they agree or not they will benefit by its stimulating thesis. $3.00 


Wright, Ronald Selby ASKING WHY Oxford 
Loos, Amandus W,. 


Several years ago Oxford publishea "Asking Them Questions," a most success— 
ful and helpful volume. Here's a similar book. Ten broadeasts--the boys of a club 
in Edinburgh ask questions that are asked by boys around the globe and their padre 
answers with the universal challenge of the Christian message. Scout troops, Boy's 
Clubs, church groups of teen age boys and giris, Girl's Friendlies, etc. could spena 
a year profitably on it. Suggest it to libraries, customers with children, schools 


and study groups. It ts helpful. $1.50 
TWO LAST MINUTE. ADDITIONS FOR YOUR GARDEN BOOK LIST 
Bean, W. J. WALL SHRUBS AND HARDY CLIMBERS Macmillan 





I am afraid this is too English for extensive use here. Where books on 
flower gardens seem to be inspiring and suggestive, even though based on English cli- 
matic conditions and temperature, the same does not seem quite so true of shrubs and 
vines. The viewpoint in this book is somewhat controversial; the exclusive use of 
scientific terminology will be confusing to all except trained gardeners, for the old 
familiar names of shrubs of our grendmothers' gardens seem conspicuously absent. Two 
thirds of the book is for reference purposes wholly, with an alphabetical list of 
climbers, shrubs, etc., with brief descriptive matter, locale, conditions under which 
grown and season when in flower. Illustrated with photographs. (April) $2.25 





Vareschi, Volkmar , MOUNTAINS IN FLOWER Macmillan 


The appeal of this book will be largely on the ground of its sheer beauty 
as a piece of fine book-making and superb photography. There may be some construc-— 
tive value for rock gardeners, but that is second-ry to the enjoyment of the pictures 
(although they are not in color they have almost the qezlity of color to the imagina- 
tion). The text is largely descriptive, poetically so, and conveys something of the 
author and photographer's experiences in securing the subjects for the book. 72 
plates by Ernest Krause, p3.00 


Note:- We had hoped that the remaining titles in thts field would be ready by mid- 
March, but since such 1s not the case, we shall hope to include them in a later issue. 


Don't forget GARDEN BOOK WEEK, April ist to 6th. 
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FOR THE PICTURE BOOK AGE 
Nelson, Faith RANDOLPH, The Bear. Who Said No Random House 


Moral tale, sugar-coated, in story of a teddy bear with a disagreeable na- 
ture, who automatically said No to everything. Then one day a fairy decided to teach 
him a lesson, and that's the story, in pictures - with brief captions. fhe pictures 
are almost too simplified to be effective. (3/18) $1.00 


GRADUATING TO PICTURE STORY BOOKS 
Evers, Helen & Alf MORE ABOUT COPY KITTEN Rand McNally 


Remember Copy Kitten (back in Spring, 1937), and his efforts to copy every- 
thing? A giraffe broke him down —- and then he went to the other extreme in this new 
account of his actions, and suspected everyone else of being a copy cat. A simple 
little story with humor and a good level of child understanding. (4/15) $ .50 


Kunhardt, Dorothy DAVID'S BIRTHDAY PARTY Rand McNally 


David hopes he's going to win a prize at Peter's party, and instead he stays 
home with a cold, and his lé&ttle sister goes in his place. She loses all the contests 
with such good grace, that she wins a prize as the best sport, and spends it on the 
shiny red airplane for David. Gay pictures and friendly story. (4/15) $ .50 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 
Davis, Lavinia R. WE ALL GO AWAY Scribner 


Excellent primer material about a familiar period in every child's life, the 
coming of the holidays and going away to the country. Good content material, in re- 
gard to ways of going, - automobile, train, subway, plane, boat - and a special chap- 
ter for the child who stays at home. The stories are short enough in span for the 
attention of the six and seven year old, and the vocabulary should be satisfactory for 


second year readers. Nice pictures throughout text, by Dorothea Warren. (4/15) 
$1.50 


Jackson, Charlotte TITO THE PIG OF GUATEMALA Dodd, Mead 


* It is an achievement when an author succeeds in telling a rattling good tale, 
and at the same time weaves into it all sorts of details of the people concerned, the 
setting, the customs and the feel of the land. Charlotte Jackson has done just that 
in this amusing story of the mischievous pet pig, who got the whole family into ser- 
ious trouble, when they went to the fiesta - and who got them out of trouble by some 
more of his mischief. Through the pattern of the story itself, she has woven a vivid 
picture of life in the hills, of the native Indians, their activities, their ways of 
living, the things they do, the food they éat, the clothes they wear. And one can 
share with them the thrill of the fiesta and the market place. A grand job. The 
Kurt Wiese pictures have caught the humor and quality of the story. (3/21) $2.00 
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Kahmann, Chesley SINFI And fhe Little Gypsy Goat Random House 


» The story is slight, but gives the "feel" of gypsy encampment life and of 
the yearnings of a little girl for an animal pet of her own. The goat comes unwanted, 
and it takes a good deal of manipulation on Sinfi's part to prove to her irate grand- 
mother that the goat has a place in their life. Delightful illustrations in color, 
well reproduced - by F. Luis Mora - add materially to thequality of the book. (J.L.G.) 
(4/1) $2.00 





Schoolfield, L.D. & SOUNDS THE LETTERS MAKE Little, Brown 
Timberlake, Josephine B. 


* This is a good idea, and should fit right into the pre-school program, as 
a step between regular ABC books and primers. It's a "Sound book", with the letters 
in their natural places; it's a game book, with pictures and objects to identify; and 
the running text in rhyme and prose is built on familiar things in a child's life. 
(3/9) $1.00 


FIRST STEPS IN READING Fact Books. 
Cobb, Irvin S. FOUR USEFUL PUPS Rand, McNally 


Factual content dealing with four actual puppies who were trained into vary- 
ing useful professions. There was a Saint Bernard puppy, who became a movie star; a 
Doberman pinscher who was trained to be a guard; a fox terrier who became a trick dog, 
and a mongrel who was used as a sheep herder. It sounds as if it should be interest- 
ing, but actually it is dull and uninspired. Illustrated by photographs. (4/15) 





$ .50 
Stults, N. Baumann & Kuntz, G. M. LEARNING TO SWIM Holt 
( 
* For small children, the best how-to-do-it book on swimming that I have 


seen. In step-by-step teaching of a little girl and a small boy,by simple graphic 
pictures, the whole process of learning ta breathe prgperly., of learning the various 
strokes, of learning to dive is conveyed to younger readers. I should think it could 
be used with children as young as six, and by children of seven and eight. .(4/29) 
$1.00 


STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 
Cumming, Primrose RACHEL OF ROMNEY Scribner 


Rachel was a lamb who became, more or less accidentally, a family pet. 
The two children who felt they owned her, even when she had to be sold to others, were 
themselves active, working members of a farm household, so this is primarily a pic- 
ture of English farm life, through nottoo rosy spectacles. Leisurely, very English. 





(2/28) $1.75 
Dawson, Grace S. THE BUTTERFLY SHAWL Doubleday, Doran 
* Most stories with California historical background are gauged for older 


readers than this one, so this should fill a real need of supplementary reading for 

‘schools, as well as being a good story in its own right. The period is that of the 

shift from Spanish to Mexican suzerainty, of Indian unrest, of the slow infiltration 

of Americans, And the setting a rancho. There's adventure and mystery in the story 

of Luisa and her family. [Illustrated by Lren Barton. (5/25 $2.00 
a 





‘aa 
Evans, Eva Knox EMMA BELLE AND HER KINFOLKS Putnam 


Episodic story of three small sisters in a Southern small town, and of 
their meddling in their older sister's affairs. Good might-be-true material, told 
with zest and humor, but it lacks a sense of central motivation. (3/25) $2.00 
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FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 
Lazarus, Sidney WHY CAN'T I FLY? Scribner 


The text is good, the pictures ugly and inappropriate, or so it seems to 
me. But I know of no other account of the slow approach to aviation through the ages 


which, in brief space, gives so good a sense of pace of history. (3/10) $1.25 
FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Non-fiction 
Crain, Maurice RULERS OF THE WORLD Crowell 


This is excellent reference material for today's children, for there is 
little material accessible in brief form on "the rulers of the world". A list of 
the men included is its best recommendation!— Franklin Roosevelt, Lazaro Cardenas, 
Neville Chamberlain, Winston Churchill, Eamon de Valera, Benito Mussolini, Adolf 
Hitler, Edouard Daladier, Francisci Franco, Kemel Ataturk, Ibn Saud, Chiang Kai-Shek, 
Mahatma Gandhi and Josef Stalin. The facts of their early history are succinctly 
given, with enough drama and color to make them distinctive. Naturally, current his- 
tory is handled with detachment which robs the book of the challenge it might have had. 
I feel that a somewhat more critical appraisal might not have come amiss. (4/30) 


$2.50 
Grover, Eulalie Osgood ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON Dodd, Mead 
* This is all that Isabel Proudfit's The Treasure Hunter failed to be, and 


presents Stevenson as one hopes to find him,- vital, brilliant, appealing, lacking 
physical stamina and worldly ambition, but with a zest for life and imagination and 
humor and interest in people that make his books what they are. Perhaps the Proud- 
fit picture, with its coldness, its severity and its anemic quality is more accurate, 
but I prefer to accept Miss Grover's estimate of the man and the writer. From the 
proofs seen of the illustrations, they are studied and uninspired. (3/21) $2.00 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 
Duncan, Thomas W. RING HORSE Doubleday, Doran 


This is a slight story, and somewhat sentimental, but this tale of the love 
of a man for his horse has much that will endear it to boy and girl readers. For full 
report, see page 103 in the March ist issue. (5/24) $2.00 


Black, Archibald THE STORY OF FLYING Whittlesey 


Follow up the elementary introduction to the history of flying (above) by 
this comprehensive survey, covering the historical aspects, the pevsonalities, the 
scientific contributions, modern airports, etc. For full report see page 111. 


(April) $2.75 
BOOKS FOR USE BY PARENTS AND TEACHERS 

Eaton, Anne T. READING WITH CHILDREN Viking 

. I don't always agree with Miss Eaton's estimates of books, but I do 


think, in this volume, she has done what no other book on children's books and read-~ 
ing has succeeded in doing, - she has supplied the springboard for intelligent plan- 
ning, from the first books on through to adult books. She has skillfully combined 
new books with old, she has covered different interests, differenttypes of mind, and 
given the adult dealing with "reluctant readers" the stimulus and the concrete ad- 
vice needed. The bibliographies at the end of each chapter make this invaluable as 


reference. (4/19) $2.50 











